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Butler County continues aid to tornado victims

Dayton Foundation: The foundation created the
Greater Dayton Disaster Relief Fund and contribut ions
can be mailed to The Dayton Foundation, 40 N, Main
Street, Suite 500, Dayton, Ohio 45423 or made onling

Public agencies,
nonprofits helping
Dayton area.

ByMichael D.Pitman
Stafi\Writer

FAIRFIELD — More than a
month after a string of tor-
nadoes caused catastrophic
damage, Butler County orga-
nizations are continuing to
raise money and provide
aid to the Dayton area,
which officials say under-
lines the support needed
from throughout the region
after such an event.

The Butler County Emer-
gency Management Agency
and the Sheriff's office aided
emergency crews, and com-
munity groups and munici-
palities pitched in to donate
items. The city of Hamilton
donated all of its ety botded
water on hand, and about
40 members of the Miam|
University football team and
coaching staff alded with
cleanup.

The county continues o
help the Dayton area, which
Is still trylng to recover from
the devastation.

“We're in close commu-
nication with (The Dayton
Foodbank) in assessing the

need,” said Terry Perdue,
executive director of the
Shared Harvest Foodbank
in Fairfield.

Shared Harvest arranged to
have two truckloads of food
sent to The Dayton Food-
bamk, one about three weeks
ago and a second about 10

days ago.

Also, last Saturday, Shared
Harvest arranged a pop-up
pantry at the Miami County
Veterans Services Bullding
in Troy, where a crew dis-
tributed boxes of frozen
and dry products for peo-
ple impacted by the Memo-

by

rial Day tornadoes.

*0Our network is very effi-
cient and supportive of one
another,” Perdue said, “We
pull together resources, as
we see s as one large com-
miumity that works together.”

The Fairfield Food Pan-
try also supported the tor-
nado victims, Pantry trustees
approved a $1,000 donation
o The Foodbank in memory
of Nancye Graeser, a pantry
“angel” who recently died,
The funds will help cover
the cost to provide food and
other necessary supplies to
people affected by the ror-
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Dan Grabowski (left), Fairfield Food Pantry; Lee Truesdale, The Dayton Foodbank; Bill

‘Woeste, pantrytrustes: and Carl Wrlston. Pantry trustees approved adonatlon to The
Foodbank, com i es

nadoes, said Judy Dirkson,
trustee and co-founder of
the pantry

“Nancye would be so
pleased to know her kind-
ness and generosity 1o us s
being shared in this way,”
she said.

Nearly 100 Panera Bread
lncarions across Southwest
and Central Ohio, the Miami
Vatlleyamd Northesm
participated in the *Chip In
for Dayton” fundraising cam-
paign, which netted $50,000
incomtributions o the Greater
Dayton Disaster Relief Fund
at The Dayton Foundation.
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canbe

mailed to 56 Armaor Place, Dayton, Ohio 454 23 or online
at thefoodbankdayton.org/donate.

The American Red Cross: Make a $10 donation by
visiting RedCross.org. calling 1-800-REDCROSSor
texting the word "RedCROS5"to 90999,

Gfl\?al':_ﬂfe DeWine declared
astare of emergency nllowing
the tornado strikes, and Pres-
ident Dorald Trump declared
a dissster aresd, allowing the
region to receive Federal
Emergency Management
Agency money.

Lora Davenport, The Diy-
ton Foodbank advocacy and
programs manager, siid the
Shared Harvest and Fairfield
Food Pantry donations are
needed, especially because
fuall recowery from the torna-
does could take some fami-
Lies a few years.

“We're treating this like a
marathon,” she sald. “For
ar least a couple of vears to
come, we expect to still see
people who've been affected
by the tomadoes.”

Support has come from far
across Ohio and owside the
state, Davenport said.

“Trs beena roughmonth for
alot of people inthe area, but
it's really made us proud to be
living in a community where
everyone comes together
and supports each other,"
she said. “And our neighbors
aren't fust living next door;
they 're across the state.”

Davenport said they're
“thankful” for Shared [lar-
vests recent, and o ing,
support. They're also
i have the Fairfield Food
Pantry "go out of their way
o heldp those who nay notbe
ot their back door. [t means
alot b use, and it means alot
oo the Dayton area.”
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